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68th Annual Associational  Meeting


Sunday, September 27, 2026


 CONCERT AT 2:30   —   MEETING AT 3:00


“The Faithfulness of God!”


“Yet I call this to mind, and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not perish, for His mercies never end. They are new every morning:


GREAT IS YOUR FAITHFULNESS!


 








Strategically Speaking


Recently, someone approached me about participating in an event being held the last weekend in September. I politely told them that the last weekend of September was scheduled for the Allendale Hampton Baptist Associational annual meeting. The individual understood that I could not participate in their event because I had prioritized the AHBA annual meeting. While I am sure that the other event was worthwhile, I know from scripture that God’s business should take priority in a Christian’s life.





Throughout the past, individuals and groups have sought to explain the reasoning for falling church attendance and declining church resources. These explanations have ranged from changing worship styles to a decline of denominational relevance to the church’s inability to engage future generations. Many studies and surveys have sought to retrieve an answer to a declining church culture. Yet, answers seem to be a few to nonexistent.





Even though it would be difficult to pinpoint an explanation for declining church participation, I believe it could be stated that Christian endeavors and disciplines have ceased to be a priority for most individuals. Church events for the early post-World War population were social centers for families and communities. Travel sports, dance recitals, and weekend get aways have replaced church attendance. Personal Bible study and devotions have been replaced with television, electronic devices, and video games.





It seems like church has ceased to be priority in the lives of Christians. Jesus addressed this issue. He stated in the Sermon on the Mount, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 7:33) (NKJV). While outside activities are acceptable and profitable from a secular perspective, they should be evaluated from a Christian perspective. Christ must become a priority for a believer to become a priority within the world.





Thank you for allowing me to serve you, your ministers, and churches. I pray God’s blessings upon you all as we move forward into a new associational year. God bless you all.





In Christ,					


Tommy Kelly			
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ALLENDALE-HAMPTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION


GOD IS!! AND ALL IS WELL!!





 





























ABC REGIONAL HISPANIC MINISTRIES REPORT
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Last month, I shared with you my experience of visiting a camp where farm workers stay. At the end of our visit to this camp, one worker expressed a desire to attend church. Here is an update on that story: the following Sunday, when I stopped at the camp to pick him up for church, another worker had decided to attend as well. Over the past month, both have attended weekly. Please join me in praying for them and for others like them. Would you also join me in praying for continued growth at our group in Walterboro? Over the past weeks, new folks have begun to attend. The group has a renewed vision for reaching out into the community, but there are also many needs in the congregation. Pray for unity, provision, and hope. 





Thank you, as always, for your prayers and support of ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries.





Submitted by Tony Hancock, Director of Hispanic Missions


ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries -      thancock@lowcountry.com


 











Mailing Address


ABC Regional Hispanic Ministries - c/o Barnwell Bamberg 


Baptist Assoc. PO Box 281- Denmark, SC 29042














Rev. Dr. Tony Hancock, Director of Hispanic Missions


http://www.pastortony.net/abc.html














CAMP JACKSON


For churches within 


Allendale-Hampton Baptist Association 


Outdoor USE ONLY -  Free 


There is a small cost for overnight stays or if you want to use the dining hall or pool because of the cost of air-conditioning/heating and electricity. If you have up to 25 people, you can use the dining room and 1 dormitory. 


Friday – Sunday for $300


If you have more than 25 people, the cost would increase.


TO MAKE RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT 


 LONNIE RUSSELL @803-842-1903


OR


THE AHBA OFFICE Telephone 803-632-1882  


  E-Mail: ahba58@gmail.com 


 


 


 








CHAPEL AT CAMP JACKSON





AHBA received a note of praise for our camp from the leader of one of the groups that spent a week at our camp. “We just got back from Camp Jackson and just wanted to send a message saying how much we enjoyed our time there. We had four (4) students baptized with one more waiting until we came home. Camp Jackson is a very special place.”











� PAGE   \* MERGEFORMAT �2�





MONTH Year











                Association Vision Statement		    Page 3


The Allendale-Hampton Baptist Association exists to assist churches to evangelize the lost, disciple the saints, and facilitate Mission Endeavors.








ASSOCIATION MISSION STATEMENT


“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” (Luke 19:10)


“Therefore, go and make disciples.” (Matthew 28:19)
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Church Contributions Received to Support 


the Association Budget -Budget Year 26-27


Allendale FBC			 $


Beech Branch			             98.10


Bethel				   


Brunson				            500.00


Deep Branch			            148.40


Fairfax FBC			            328.08 Furman				             


Great Salkehatchie		   


Hampton FBC			   


Harmony			               80.00 Hickory Grove			


Hopewell			


Lawtonville			    


Lower Three Runs		               70.00                


Mt. Arnon			       


Mt. Olive			       


Nixville			                         1,317.00


Open Arms Fellowship		             150.00


Robertville			             100.00


Sand Hill				          1,005.00


Sandy Run		                    


Stafford				    


Steep Bottom			             150.00


Sycamore			


Varnville				           1,138.00


West End			              209.64


	     Budget Receipts 2026-2027


Church Contributions Received To Date -


September 25, 2026—$5,294.22


Needed to Date - $6,776.62


Monthly Need - $6,776.62


Men’s Ministry			


Children’s Camp 2026	                    


Refund - Pastoral Ministries	       


Camp Jackson Fun Day		      


Samaritans Purse			    


ABC Christmas Outreach		       200.00


ABC Needy Family		       500.00


Revival Expense			       500.00


 








Christmas Prisoner Packets 2026


S.C.D.C. Approved Packing List


ONE black non-retractable pen (No wire clips, no other color ink)


ONE 5″ x 8″ junior legal pad – white or yellow only (No wire bound books, no marbled composition books, no post-it notes, no journals)


ONE adult toothbrush (individually factory sealed; no multi-packs, holders, floss, or folding/travel toothbrushes)


ONE 4 oz. to 6 oz. toothpaste (No travel size or toothbrush/toothpaste combo packs)


ONE 3.2 oz. to 6 oz. bar of soap (No travel size, no unwrapped or unboxed bars)


TWO rolls of hard candy like LifeSavers, BreathSavers, or Mentos (No Smarties, Sweetarts, Necco Wafers, Rolos, Starburst, or TicTacs)


TWO first-class #10 stamp-embossed envelopes (from US Post Office – NO regular stamps or metered envelopes, no other size envelope)


ONE gallon size zipper bag – press and seal AND slider bags accepted.


ALL ITEMS MUST FIT IN THE ZIPPER BAG WITH ZIPPER CLOSED SECURELY.


DO NOT INCLUDE: washcloths, toothbrush holders, floss, comb, or any item not on the above list. 


Must be delivered to AHBA office no later than Thursday,  November 19, 2026, BEFORE 3PMDownload This Resource








Food Giveaway  Open Arms Fellowship Church


The Connexxion - Cemetery Road, Varnville


Every Monday Morning  9 am - 10:30 am


Soup Kitchen every Thursday Evening


Call the church at 803-943-0004.


 


 








Food Pantry/Clothes Closet - Lawtonville Baptist Church 


196 E. 4th Street, Estill, SC 29918


Contact Ashley Lawton - 864-238-5058


 


Food Pantry - Nixville Baptist Church, 


3915 Two Sisters Ferry Road, Estill, SC 29918 


Contact: Joy Kircher - 843-575-2200


 








The Allendale Hampton Baptist Association is now collecting Christian Literature to take to the Seafarer’s Ministry in Charleston. When you accumulate a supply, just bring it to the association office and we will get it delivered to the Seafarer’s Ministry. This can be old Sunday School literature, Homelife, Mature Living, Open Windows, or other Daily Devotionals. 


 








Church Contributions Received 


to  Support Camp Jackson’s Budget 


September 2026 - August 2027


Bethel				     


Brunson				          150.00   


Fairfax First			          100.00  


Furman				         


Hickory Grove			 


Mount Olive			          


Nixville				            34.00 Sand Hill				          225.00


Steep Bottom			          100.00


Varnville			       	          


Donation			


Stafford				


Robertville			                           


 








ALLENDALE HAMPTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION


PO Box 530


5465 Augusta Highway 


Brunson, South Carolina 29911


Office (803) 632-1882


Email address: ahba58@gmail.com


Website address:


www.allendalehamptonbaptistassoc.org


Associational Mission Strategist (AMS)


Rev. Dr. Tommy Kelly


Ministry Assistant : Mrs. Patricia Terry


Moderator:	  Mr. Robert Brown


Vice-Moderator:     Rev. Brian Toney


OFFICE HOURS:


TUESDAY 1/2 DAY: HOURS VARY


WEDNESDAY: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm


THURSDAY: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

































































OFFICE HOURS –


TUESDAY 1/2 DAY; HOURS VARY


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 9:00 am – 3:00 – pm 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS


October 2026


	OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH


4-10	Aiken BRICK


10	Disaster Relief Training


11	Pastor Appreciation Sunday


11-14	Revival @ Nixville Baptist


15	Newsletter Articles Deadline 


17	FALL FESTIVAL @ SAND HILL BAPT. -4-6PM


25	Brunson Baptist Trunk or Treat – 5-7PM


25	Homecoming-Robertville Baptist – 11am


	Rev. Bobby Ethridge – Guest Speaker


26-28	Revival @ Robertville Baptist  


28	Advisory Board (last Advisory Board until January)


November 2026


1	DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS


1	HICKORY GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 157th 


HOMECOMING @ 11:30 am


2	Associational Meeting @ AHBA office – 7pm


3	ELECTION DAY


8	BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH CELEBRATING 175TH HOMECOMING @ 10:30 am FOLLOWED BY LUNCH


11	VETERAN’S DAY


19	PRISONER BAGS DUE TO AHBA BEFORE 3PM


24-26	Office closed for Thanksgiving Holidays


19-12/6	Lottie Moon Week of Prayer for International Mission 





December 2026


1	ABC Regional Hispanic Ministry Christmas Party @ Allendale First Baptist Church beginning @ 6:00 pm.


13	AHBA Choir Christmas Cantata @ Fairfax First


21-Jan.4th – Office closed for Christmas Holidays – Reopen 1/5


  














To receive your newsletter electronically, send an email to


ahba58@gmail.com

















 NIXVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH REVIVAL


October 11th  @ 6pm


October 12th – 14th @ 7pm


Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Tony Hancock





 








Come join Hickory Grove Baptist Church


On their 157th Homecoming 


November 1 at 11:30 am








BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH WILL BE  CELEBRATING


 THEIR 175TH HOMECOMING


NOVEMBER 8TH @ 10:30 AM - FOLLOWED BY LUNCH











ROBERTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH


HOMECOMING – OCTOBER 25, 2026 @ 11:00 AM


REV. BOBBY ETHRIDGE, GUEST SPEAKER


REVIVAL – OCTOBER 26 – 28


MEAL @ 6PM – WORSHIP SERVICE @ 7PM


MONDAY NIGHT – GUEST PASTOR


REV. ERIC GREEN


SPECIAL MUSIC 


 SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR


TUESDAY NIGHT – GUEST PASTOR


REV. R.P. HODGE


WEDNESDAY NIGHT – GUEST PASTOR


REV. LOUIS HART


SPECIAL MUSIC  


STEEP BOTTOM BAPTIST CHURCH


ALL ARE WELCOME!








The next Disaster Relief training will be on October 10,2026 at North Augusta First Baptist Church in North Augusta. If anyone would like to attend or if anyone would like more information, they can contact me. 


Don Blakeney -803-686-1560








AHBA LAWN MOWING SCHEDULE 2026


October 3rd – Frank Harriott


October 17th – Gilbert Heape


October 31st – Larry Barnes & 


		Loring Miller	





THANK YOU AND HAPPY MOWING
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AHBA LAWN MOWING SCHEDULE 2026


NOTICE THE CHANGE


JULY 11TH- LARRY BARNES & LORING MILLER


July 25TH - GILBERT HEAPE


August 8TH- FRANK HARRIOTT


August 22ND - RANDY VAUGHN


SEPTEMBER 5TH—BUDDY DOUGLAS


SEPTEMBER 19TH-DANNY PULASKI


       THANK YOU AND HAPPY MOWING!!
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